REPLY TO WELCOME ADDRESS, GOMILLA         101

.lives from boyhood. They should, he said, view the matter from a higher
point of view and retain faith in the charkha. Let them not see to their own
comforts, but let them feel that every yarn spun by them was nearing the solu-
tion of India's problems. The remedy lay in their hands and he hoped the
students would act up to his programme.

Referring to the Hindu-Muslim problem, he said that those elderly people
who wanted Government employment and who wanted to go to the Councils
might fight, but the students had no time nor business to do it.

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 17-5-1925

54.   REPLY TO WELCOME ADDRESS1, COMILLA

May 15, 1925

It will be a mere formality on my part to thank you for this
welcome address, for, as you yourselves have admitted, I too have
had a share in bringing this Ashram into existence.2 When I
was preparing to visit Bengal, I had a keen desire to meet young
men like you and see their work. I know very well the sacrifices
which they have made. I know that, until we have many such
persons in the country who come forward to make sacrifices,
we cannot hope for swaraj. For every young man, renunciation
should be his enjoyment. I have never believed that renunciation
means suffering, and, if anyone believes that it is so, his renun-
ciation will not endure. Hence, whenever in the course of my tours
I come across instances of renunciation and see young men giving
up positions of Rs. 500 to Rs. 1000 a month.and accepting just a
few pice for their livelihood, I do not feel unhappy. On the con-
trary, I feel that such youths have lost little, having freed them-
selves from the burden of heavy emoluments.

But I wish to stress one thing, for when we give up a thing
for the sake of service, we generally embrace something else in its
place. I know that some young men think of self-sacrifice as suffi-
cient in itself. But this is a great error. While giving up some-
thing, one should know what other work one must take up. Only
then will our life be filled with contentment. We should thus use
discrimination in all our activities. According to me, the youths
who come forward today to serve the country should have before

1 Presented .by  Abhoy  Ashram;  the  speech  has been  extracted from
Mahadev Desai's report.

2 When Gandhiji was in Bengal in 1920? he had approve4 the scheme of
founding this Ashram.